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Falestine oy Souedy  Parighi
1r1q1}

Dear Deena

MOw that vou are about To leave, | Teel l1ke writing vou this letter of
explanation, to end 2 long and.somewhat contentious argument we had for
the first few montns of vour stay here. In the beginning, you kept asking me
why don't we do more, and | tried expiaining. Gradually, our discussions
Decame more and more annoyving. You brought me books about non-viglence
and Civil disobedience, and you advised about new strategles Tor our
struggle. | Tistened. ana | was not even sure myvsell why these discussions
w1thvou are 50 aifficult Tor me.  After about six months you stopped asking
me wny aon T you a0 more’ .and | stopped looking for the answer, as if we
DoTh knew our Triendshio 1s Too Important

This ietter 15 net anapology . There are two contradictory reasons why |
don't apologize. First, | oon't think we should apologize to you. We
meaning |srasiis on the left - You meaning concerned Americans, or even
Jewish americans. second, an apology usually means asking for
forgiveness, but in our case there is really no excuse for not doing more

Let me Say a Tew words about the Tirst, betore trying to explain, not justify,
Wiy we o not do more, why we don't go more radical, why we are so

poweriess as we are now

Atien | think about our relationship with concerned Americans, | aimost
taste the cookie which comes with the coffee at the outdoor cafe of the
American Colony notel in East Jerusalem. You pay for the 100 expensive
coffee, we Qo0 nome, (now 3 Tittle frightened on the way that our car will be
stoned) feeling quiity, frustrated for not having important plans to tell you

about. No, our consumer Doveotl of settler s products has not increased
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No. the house meetings we organized are still only between academics,
Ashkenazi Jews and the Bir Zeit lecturers. Yes, the 1asi seminar we
grganized for vouth drew oniy 20 youngsters. Yes, we knew all their parents
aArvw ay

dgon't think we should apologize 1o vou. NOt because this 15 a struggle that
only Paiestinmians ana israelis should wage together, On the contrary,
especially because | do believe this Is our struggle as much as it is yours,
and that human rignts 1ssues have no borders, | think not only we, but you
tog, are te be plamed for not doing enough. This witnessing position you
nave Taken Is a far foo easy one.  Fact Tinding tours, witnessing
gelegations, short stavs 1n refugee camps, these steps are no longer
sifficient Have you finished the work back home? Did you do anything

serious to convince your Congress people to make aid to Israel conditioned?

| almost maage up my mind not to cooperate with well-meaning American
J5itors anymore, when | met on the same Friday demonstration of women in
plack two women, a film maker and an anthropologist, both researching
sraeli women in the peace movement”, who had interviewed me for long
nours, Both of them were not wearing black. If vou are not willing to wear
plack at this moment, you are not standing with me
| know you are not all the same
Remermmioer this night ride in January 1989 on the bus to Tel-Aviv? It took
me 50 long to convince vou that we can, just once, go to Tel-Aviv, sit ina
pub and pretend that life goes on as usual | think you agreed in the end to
come with me by pretending you were onan anthropological tour going fo
see now |sraelis (who are not politically involved ) really live. It was

winter, and dark very eariy. The radic was loud with the news like it
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aiwavs 15 1n lsrael, and we were screaming at each other. You were talking
apout [my husband] Amotz's refusal to serve in the Occupled Territories as
not enougn, saving that these days people should refuse altogether 1o serve
in the |sraelt army. | said that Yesh Gvul people oppose this position, and
they stress, for good reason, Inmy mind, the fact that all of them served in
the army but refuse to take part in oppressing the Palestinian people. You
could be right, and it is my Zionist education which blinds my eyes when |
sav Israel does need an army. But | do want you to understand where my
position comes Trom. And | want to try and explain why total refusal and
nan-viglence are such alien concepts for us, and why partial or selective
refusal s the wav we nave chosen [Apart from my Tear to stay at home with

two kids all by myseif when my husband is in jail for months.}

why gon't we gomore? Or now come there 15 no serious civil disobedience
movement in lsrael now ™ There are many parts to the answer, | think the

main reason though, 15 that our lives are too comfortable, and we are not

really ready to risk too much, 117e goes on as usual not only in Tel Aviv
Even we in Jerusalem still live very comfortably. We can still find enough
friends who think the way we do to not feel totally isolated. We are not
kicked out of our jobs. Those of us in academia (and many of us arej, are
still invited to conferences around the world, go on sabbatical and host
foreign academtcs here  We can pretend while sitting on the faculty ciub's
% balcony, watching the magnificent view of old Jerusalem that things will be
okay, or that there is very little we Can Change anyway . L 15 this comfort
thatl causes us 1o not want to risk toomuch. |1 15 indeed dreadiul T think
that anly when we are no (onger able to go 10 the cinema, or 1o cafes, either

pecause we will be afraid of bombs planted by Palestintans, or of attacks by



rignt-wing extremists, only then will we perhaps do, what we should have
done Tor vears

There might be some factors tnherent to this conflict, which are confusing
and paralvzing The contradiction between 2 Jewish and a democratic state
|5 extremely hard to resolve for those of us who are second generation 1o
Holotaust survivars, children of immigrants or tmmigrants themselves,
'nere are some 1¢eqlogical factors which affect the |sraeli peace circles,
put | would much rather tell vou about what affected my personal choice
The first year of the intifada was the vear of hope. Many new |sraeli
movements were created in support of the Palestinain struggie to end the
occupation. In the covenant of a new group, “The 21st Year', a call for
refusal to take part in the occupation was heard. The idea was that we can
nio longer SAY we oppose the occupation, we should DO something against it,
aven If it entails paying 2 personal price. At that time the price was not at
great personal cost: we boycotted products produced by settlers, or reiused
to travei or iet our children travel to the Occupied Territories unless
invited by Palestinians it was the extension of Yesh vyl ideas,and many
women who found [ittie reom In Yesh Gvul became active in the new
movement

|t was In the second vear of the intifada that we realized the struggle was
still long and we should really look for new strategies. We started talking
about Civil discbedience  House demolitions are 50 obviously immoral and
cruel, they are such a clear case of colierctive punishment that we all
agreeq we should act against them. We thought if we can't stop them at
feast we can make the soldiers driving the bulldozers or setting the

dynamite think about what they were doing. We chose Lo act against the






